// 
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R  I  divide,  I  say) 

The  ist  he  a  neighl>or*5  tli' 

AndjfTthrce  nK^cs  this  love  springs  in  your  claj 
Qj»<lhrougK  liyfcrushing  of  his  fellow,  fain     §, 

Would  coiw/^M^-y^incnce,  with  sole  djjjjji^^^ 
His  /Y(/cr  iliai  ()ilir/^  W)  ijiKrImain. 

(>  ^    thcr's  rising  lya^fti  foss     /,y^^ 

Of  |Mi^\    !.  Jiiije,  favof,  aim  his  own  gt^^  name; 

So-trf(  KLiis^  j<^^ft»gin  his  ncig1»bor's  cross- 
At^'^ke/CiivOnc  wboin^w^Bp^o  weighs  with  shame, 
^     llrargrced  of  veng(j|)WWx  d<    '  ^ 

1^      And  such  miist/%ifeas  w)!^  ^^ 

TUkyd^efold  hijiO(^4t       ' 

^Nowi,vrt>uldil>avc  l45tt'*<-  ^      > 

1    Which  f\JLj^  i^ood  but  doth  no  m<etisure  know. 
All  vagiiel/a jjprciicnd  a  good  wi»^fein 

The  soul  may  rest  itself  !;KTtf  all  men  woo 
Thi  •  tk  its  peace  to  win. 

'1"  .'  v/// love  *  draw  you. 

Or  ye  be  siow,j<rseck  it,  such  a  sin, 

After  o)«^penitence,  on  this  round  ye  rue. 
There  is  another  good.f  but  far  from  bliss  ! 

Nor  makes  man  happy  :  it  is  not  the  true 
Essence,  of  all  good  fruit  the  root :  To  this 

The  love  which  too  much  doth  itself  resign 
Is  mourned  for  in  three  cornices  above; 

But  Jtoiv  tripartite  t  I  will  not  defme; 
Thoushalt,  by  seeing,  learn  about  t/uit  love. 


■ay  iutf  m  blaaylMaw.  bat  not  kMe.  God.)  It  foHow*,  thereliMe,  tlwt,  «t  no  had  love  cao  be  directed 
yfwi  e*e'«  Mlf  or  yiaif  God,  tlwi  it  c«a  ealy  be acMiMt  oae'»  aeiKfabar,  and  this  caabe  ia  three  fenM: 
««■;>.  bf  Pnde.  or  tlwb>*«ef(oed(»e«fMlv«aMlaf«vit  laotbem  ;  fafjr  E«ry,  or  tbeloveof  eriltootlMim, 
willieM  CMMt  of  gBod  or  rv3  mm;  by  Aac*r,  or  tke  love  of  «ril  to  othen  oaacoottntorrcelorimacinaiy 
evil  to  M». 

•**...  I^agald  love  .  .  ."    Sle«h  ;  iadoleace  to  ttA  tbe  trae  good,  wktch  ia  God. 

t  "  Tbere  it  aamfcw  good  .  .  ."— ibc  love  of  ibi*  world  and  earthly  pkaauica. 

t  **  Trpartiie  .  .  ."— tk>M  ocImt  tmd  lovca  :  Avarice,  Gluttony,  Lurt. 
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THE    TRACTARIAN 


MOVEMENT    IN 
THE  CHURCH. 


ITS    RELATION    TO 


A  GENERATION  lias  passed  away 
since  the  beginning  of  that  which 
.is  commonly  known  as  the  Trac- 
tarian movement  in  the  Cliurch  of 
England  ;  the  early  leaders  of  the 
little  band  whose  influence  has  been 
and  still  is  felt  throughout  the 
length  and  ^breadth  of  the  land 
have,  with  two  exceptions,  gone 
from  among  us ;  the  names  of  Fa- 
ther Newman  and  Etoctor  Pusey 
are  known  to  all  our  readers,  the 
one  as  that  of  a  devoted  son  of 
Holy  Church,  the  other  as  that 
of  an  Anglican  still  firmly  attached 
to  the  cause  which  he  espoused 
in  early  life. 

Which  of  these  eminent  men  is 
to  be  taken  as  a  fair  example  of  the 
results  of  the  movement .'  What  is 
the  tendency  of  the  High-Church 
party .''  Do  its  doctrines  and  prac- 
tices lead  people  to  the  Catholic 
Church  or  keep  them  out  of  it.' 
Questions  like  these  can  hardly  fail 
to  occur  to  the  mind  of  any  intelli- 
gent observer  of  the  state  of  re- 
ligion in  England  in  the  present 
day,  and  on  them  must  chiefly  cen- 
tre the  interest  of  Catholics  in  the 
subject. 

The  different  parties  contained 
in  the  Church  of  England  give  con- 
trary answers  to  the  questions  we 
have  proposed.  I.ow-Church  or 
Evangelical  Anglicans  are  unani- 
mous in  their  denunciations  of 
"  Puseyisrn  "  and  "  Ritualism  "  as 
the  high-road  to  Rome;  some  of 
them  even  go  so  far  as  to  say  that 
the  Jesuits  are  the  liidden  but  real 
promoters  of  what  they  look  upon 
as  a  return  to  the  errors  and  evils 
swept  away  by  the  Reformation. 


The  High-Church  portion  of  the 
Church  of  England  is  equally  ear- 
nest and  positive  in  the  assertion 
that  what  it  calls  the  revival  of 
Catholic  teaching  and  Catholic 
practice  does  not  lead  men  to 
Rome,  but  keeps  them,  to  use  its 
own  language,  true  to  the  faith  of 
their  baptism. 

In  face  of  these  conflicting  state- 
ments we  turn  to  the  testimony  of 
Catholic  priests  engaged  in  the 
work  of  conversion,  and  to  the  per- 
sonal experience  of  converts.  We 
believe  that  every  priest  who  has 
experience  in  conversions  will  un- 
hesitatingly endorse  the  statement 
that  most  of  tlie  converts  received 
into  the  Catholic  Church  come  from 
the  ranks  of  the  High-Church  or 
Tractarian  section  of  the  Anglican 
communion.  Many  of  these  con- 
verts, especially  of  those  who  were 
formerly  Anglican  clergymen,  have 
felt  it  right  to  lay  before  the  public 
the  motives  which  determined  them 
to  take  a  step  so  serious  in  its  na- 
ture and  consequences.  We  have 
therefore  a  considerable  number  of 
published  documents  to  refer  to, 
and  the  testimony  that  they  bear  is 
in  perfect  accordance  with  that  of 
our  priests.  The  question,  how- 
ever, is  not  so  easily  settled.  If  you 
lay  these  facts  before  a  Ritualist  he 
will  at  once  assure  you  that  those 
who  have  left  the  Church  of  P^ng- 
land  were  weak,  or  unstable,  or 
impatient,  or  that  they  were  driven 
from  their  ])Osition  by  the  impru- 
dence or  fault  of  others,  most  pro- 
bably by  the  errors  of  their  bishops. 
They  will,  in  fact,  deny  that  con- 
versions are  the  natural  and   icgiti- 
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mate  result  of  High-Church  teach- 
\n  ■    \nx\  will  trc;it  them  as  excep- 
cs,  to  be  blamed,  indeed, 
an  I  ',  but  not  to  be  viewed 

as  in  I  general  tendency. 

It  wtll  therefore  be  interesting  to 
examine  a  little  into  the  work  of 
the  High-Church  movement,  and  to 
judge  for  ourselves  how  it  bears  on 
the  interests  of  the  church. 

We  begin  at  once  by  admitting 
that  the  High-Church  party  is  op- 
posed to  the  Catholic  Church — 
deliberately  and  actively  opposed. 
The  langtiage  in  which  it  condemns 
converts  is  at  leasr  as  strong  as 
that  in  use  among  Evangelicals. 
The  V  of  private  judgment, 

whicii  stheconvert  with  an 

argument  unanswerable  in  the  case 
of  his  Low-Church  opponent,  is  not 
recognized   by   the   High-Church- 
,  although  we  do  him  no  in- 
e  in  saying  that  it  underlies 
1  .^   whole  course  of  action.     The 
iii^u-Churchman's  belief  in  Angli- 
can orders,  coupled  with  his  igno- 
rance as  to  the  meaning  of  jurisdic- 
tion, enables  him  to  suppose    that 
lie  Church  in  England  is 
il,  and  to  denounce  those 
whosubmit  to  her  authority  as  guilty 
of  grave,  if  not  of  unpardonable,  sin. 

If,  then,  the  High-Church  or 
Tract  rty  does  in  any  sense 

or  to  ce  promote  the  cause 

of  conversion,  or  prepare  the  way 
for  souls  to  return  to  God's  church, 
we  must  say  that  such  work  is  done 
unconsciously  and  involuntarily. 

The  original  principle  of  the 
High-Church  movement  was  reve- 
rence fur  antiquity  ;  it  was,  in  the 
intention  of  its  leaders,  a  return  to 
the  old  paths.  The  past  has  ever 
had  a  charm  for  minds  of  a  certain 
"  ^e  who  ha  i-al- 

natural  >  ;  of 

tlic  cliurt  i\,  who  have  not  gra<>|>cd 
the  great  fact  th.it.  in  virtue  of  tli<- 


promise  of  her  divine  Lord  and  of 
the  i.ow.r  (jf  iiis  Spirit,  she  is  ever 
the  over    preserved    from 

error,  ever  guided  unto  all  truth, 
antiquity  is  a  matter  of  primary 
importance.  Ignorant  of  the  < 
ing  Divine  authority,  the  I'l 
tant  who  believes  that  our  Lord 
founded  a  churcli  upon  earth  goes 
back  to  the  earliest  days  of  its  his- 
tory; he  traces  the  stream  to  its 
source  ;  he  thinks  that  there  it  must 
needs  be  purest.  It  mty  be  that 
the  labor  is  great,  that  the  study 
required  is  beyond  the  reach  of 
many,  and  that,  after  all,  the  ma- 
terials at  his  command  are  too  often 
insufficient,  and  that  he  is  ultimate- 
ly compelled  to  fall  back  on  the 
exercise  of  his  private  judgment ; 
but  in  the  absence  of  a  living  au- 
thority there  is  nothing  that  he 
deems  more  likely  to  guide  him 
aright.  The  view,  we  must  admit, 
is  from  his  position  perfectly  rea- 
sonable, and  we  may  bless  God 
that  the  reverent  and  conscientious 
study  of  the  past  has  brought  many 
of  the  best  and  most  gifted  of  the 
Anglican  body  to  bow  their  heads 
in  allegiance  to  the  Vicar  of  Christ  ; 
they  have  found  that  the  truth  they 
sought  is,  to  use  the  words  of  Moser , 
not  above  them  nor  far  off  from 
them,  but  very  nigh  unto  them. 

But  the  influence  of  this  awaV- 
ening  of  reverence  for  the  jiast  has 
told  upon  many  who  have  not  joir- 
ed  the  Catholic  Church  ;  it  has  even 
left  its  mark  on  material  things. 
The  old  churches  which  our  Ca- 
tholic forefathers  built,  wherein 
they  worshipped  and  beneath 
"whose  shadow  they  rest,  have  been 
restored;  through  the  length  and 
breadth  of  the  country  they  stand 
in  their  venerable  beauty,  and  seem 
at  once  to  bear  testimony  to  the 
piety  of  former  ages  and  to  await 
England's  return  to  the  faith. 
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We  believe  the  High-Cluirch 
section  of  the  Anglican  commu- 
nion to  be  promoting  the  cause  of 
conversion  in  several  ways. 

First,  by  the  valid  administration 
of  baptism.  High-Church  clergy- 
men know  what  is  essential  to  the 
validity  of  baptism;  they  believe 
baptism  to  be  a  sacrament  and 
necessary  to  salvation,  and  conse- 
quently they  are  very  careful  in  in- 
structing their  people  as  to  its  im- 
portance and  in  giving  it  properly. 
In  former  days,  and  in  the  case  of 
ministers  who  did  not  believe  tliat 
baptism  really  affected  the  eternal 
salvation  of  an  infant,  there  is  rea- 
son to  fear  that  there  was  an  im- 
mense amount  of  neglect.  By  bap- 
tism, as  we  know,  the  habit  of  faith 
is  implanted  in  the  soul,  and  ac- 
cordingly in  converts  from  Angli- 
canism we  often  find  a  wonderful 
power  of  grasping  the  truths  of  the 
Catholic  religion  ;  as  soon  as  a  doc- 
trine is  presented  to  them  the 
mind  seems  at  once  to  respond  to 
it ;  faith  is  there,  as  it  is  in  the  soul 
of  the  baptized  child. 

Most  of  the  doctrines  of  the  Ca- 
tholic Church  are  preached  and 
taught  by  the  High-Church  clergy 
with  more  or  less  distinctness  ;  and 
liere  we  must  observe  that  in  speak- 
ing of  the  High-Church  or  ritualis- 
tic body  we  are  compelled  to  use 
terms  whose  signification  is  some- 
what vague.  Tlie  Church  of  Eng- 
land may  be  said  to  contain  three 
different  schools  of  opinion,  Higii 
Cliurch,  Low  Church,  and  Broad 
Church  ;  but  no  one  of  these  has 
any  definite  standard.  Among  those 
who  are  called,  and  who  would  call 
themselves,  High-Churchmen  there 
are  many  varieties  and  shades  of 
opinion  ;  the  writings  or  sermor.s  of 
one  High-Church  clergyman  may, 
of  course,  be  disavowed  by  another. 
Up  to  the  present  time  Dr.  Pusey, 


who  more  than  any  other  man 
might  seem  to  have  been  a  leader, 
does  not  feel  it  necessary  to  adopt 
the  ritual  for  which  some  of  his 
disciples  are  so  earnestly  contend- 
ing. All  that  we  can,  therefore, 
hope  to  do  is  to  give  a  general 
idea  of  High-Church  and  ritualistic 
teaching,  premising  that  on  most 
points  there  is  more  or  less  diver- 
gence amongst  the  teachers. 

It  is  not  surprising  that  many  of 
those  who  look  back  to  the  past  for 
guidance  and  instruction  should 
have  come  to  view  the  so-called 
Reformation  with  regret.  The  ordi- 
nary Protestant  boldly  declares  it 
to  have  been  a  necessity,  but  many 
High-Churchmen  openly  deplore  it; 
they  repudiate  the  name  of  Protes- 
tant, and,  in  defiance  at  once  of 
history  and  of  etymology,  call  them- 
selves Catholics.  There  is  some- 
thing, however,  in  a  name,  and  we 
may  fairly  believe  that  the  disavow- 
al of  the  epithet  Protestant  tends 
to  educate  people  out  of  the  idea  of 
protesting;  it  is  certainly  true  that 
if  the  Church  of  England  ceases  to 
be  Protestant,  she  cuts  the  very 
ground  from  under  her  feet,  and 
abolishes  her  only  plausible  raison 
d'etre ;  but  the  English  mind,  with 
all  its  good  qualities,  is  not,  gene- 
rally speaking,  logical,  and  words 
are  too  often  used  without  a  very 
accurate  idea  of  their  derivation  or 
import. 

Those  Catholic  doctrines  which 
have  been  most  fiercely  opposed 
and  most  grossly  misrepresented 
in  England  are  now  openly  and 
earnestly  inculcated.  We  may  al- 
most say  that  the  conflict  is  gra- 
dually being  narrowed  to  the  one 
subject  of  the  authority  of  the  Holy 
See  and  the  questions  immediately 
depending  on  it.  For  the  High- 
Church  Anglican  believes  that  our 
Lord  founded  a  church  ;    he   pro- 
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fesscs  to  take   that  church  as  his 
guide,   though    he    strangely   per- 
suades him:>clf  that  its  authority  is 
it  in  abeyance.     He  wouid 
voice  of  a  general  coun- 
•  li,  but  in  order  to  have  a  general 
council  it  is   absolutely   necessary 
that  his  bishops  should  take  part  in 
the  deliberations;  in  the  expecta- 
tion of  an  impossible  conjuncture 
ces  he  practically  dis- 
>iie  who  in  the  mean- 
time claims  his  allegiance. 

But  a  vast  amount  of  Catholic 
teaching  is,  as  we  have  said,  find- 
in^    its    way    into   the   minds   and 
'.s    of    Englishmen;     Catholic 
lices  and   devotions  are  being 
vcd,  the  way  is  being  prepared 
tor  the  church.    There  is  a  wonder- 
ful connection  between  the  differ- 
ent doctrines  of  our  holy  faith  ;  the 
>oul    that   earnestly   and    devoutly 
i>clicves  one  truth  is,  if  we  may  so 
s]>cak,  predisi)osed    to  believe  the 
next  that  may   be  presented  to  it, 
and  this  not  only  from  a  reasonable 
w   of  the  beauty,  the  fit- 
)  .  the  mutual  relations  of  the 

different  truths,  but  from  the  habit 
of  mind  which  is  produced  and  cul- 
tivated by  acts  of  faith.  Each  act 
of  f.iith  contains  or  implies  an  act 
of  homage  to  the  truth  of  God  ;  the 
soul  that  worshi|>s  is  on  the  way  to 
receive  fuller  light. 

We  have  in  a  former  paper* 
dwelt  at  some  length  on  the  sub- 
ject of  confession  in  the  Church  of 
I'  c  shown  that  it  is 

■d  by  a  consid- 
er i-i-  li  I  11  .  r  of  earnest  Angli- 
». ins,  .Ilia  th.it  it  is  publicly  urged 
upon  people  by  some  of  the  clergy 
^'  ••...-  , .-^in^ry  remedy  for  post- 
sin.  It  is  quite  certain 
lii.it  cuiifcikSion  is  believed  in  very 


*  Sm  Tnb  Catmouc  Wo«tD  ten  F«bt«ary.  iItI, 
Qa^kmitm  bi  ib«  <  harek  «(  Ea«|ud,"br  tb« 
R%h(  lUv.  Mgr.  Caiwl.  D.O. 


much  more  widely  than  it  is  prac- 
tised. The  most  extreme  of  An- 
glicans cannot  possibly  maintain 
that  the  Church  of  England  re- 
quires it  of  every  one  ;  to  the  ma- 
jority of  |>eopK  Uy  if  early 
habit  has  not  1 ...J  the  prac- 
tice, there  can  be  no  doubt  that  it 
is  painful  and  difficult.  We  there- 
fore often  find  jicrsons  who  tho- 
roughly believe  that  the  English 
clergy  possess  the  power  of  the 
keys,  and  yet  never  themselves 
seek  for  the  benefit  of  absolution. 
The  matter  is  left  quite  optional, 
or  rather  the  penitent  is  to  be  judge 
in  his  own  case,  and  to  decide 
whether  he  does  or  does  not  re- 
quire this  special  means  of  grace. 
The  scanty  utterances  of  \\\^Bookof 
Common  Prayer  seem  to  imply  that 
peace  of  mind  is  the  principal  ob- 
ject to  be  attained  by  confession. 
If,  therefore,  an  Anglican  can 
"  quiet  his  own  conscience,"  he  is 
quite  justified  in  doing  so  without 
any  extraneous  aid  ;  and,  indeed,  in 
so  doing  he  would  seem  to  be  car- 
rying out  the  intention  of  the  fra- 
mers  of  the  Prayer-Book. 

The  doctrine  of  the  Real  Pre- 
sence is  perhaps  the  one  which  has 
taken  the  deepest  root  in  the  ! 

of  advanced  .Anglicans.  Wc 
multiply  extracts  from  their  bouks 
of  devotion  and  instruction  con- 
veying the  Catholic  faith  on  this 
point  in  its  completeness.  Our 
prayer-books,  especially  the  GoUen 
Afanual  and  the  Garden  of  the  Soul^ 
are  largely  used.  Many  Catholic 
books  of  devotion  have  been  trans- 
lated for  Anglicans,  and,  although 
most  of  the  translations  are  more 
or  less  spoiled  by  a  process  of 
adaptation,  in  many  of  them  the 
doctrine  of  the  Hoiv    1  rjst  is 

unimpaired.     The  /  //,  the 

Fange  Lingua,  and  the  Kyi/ima  of 
St.    Thomas    are    preserved    and 
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faithfully  translated.  Nor  is  the 
teaching  confined  to  words;  the 
meaning  of  the  ritual,  of  which  we 
hear  so  much  in  the  present  day,  is 
to  be  found  in  the  belief  in  the 
Presence  of  our  Lord  which  it  ex- 
presses and  inculcates.  The  so- 
called  altars  of  many  Anglican 
churches  are  decked  with  flowers  ; 
the  crucifix  stands  upon  them  ; 
lights  are  burned  ;  the  clergy  wear 
vestments  like  those  used  in  the 
church;  celebrations  of  the  com- 
munion are  multiplied — it  is  made 
the  central  act  of  worship  ;  fasting 
communion  is  insisted  on;  confes- 
sion is  recommended  as  the  fitting 
preparation  for  communion.  A 
confraternity  has  been  founded 
with  the  name  of  the  Confraternity 
of  the  Blessed  Sacrament,  and  with 
the  object  of  promoting  the  devo- 
tion which  naturally  flows  from  a 
belief  in  the  Real  Presence  of  our 
Lord.  Attendance  of  non-commu- 
nicants at  the  communion  service 
is  in  many  churches  recommended 
and  encouraged,  and  devotions  for 
such  worshippers  have  been  pub- 
lislied.  Incense  and  music  are 
employed  in  the  service;  chancels 
are  riclily  adorned.  In  some  cha- 
pels communion  is  reserved,  and  a 
rite,  evidently  imitated  from  tlie 
Catholic  Benediction  of  the  Blessed 
Sacrament,  is  practised. 

Ritualists  have  also  learned  lo 
invoke  Our  Lady  and  the  saints. 
Fifty  years  ago  Keble  wrote; 

"  Ave  Maria !    Thou  whose  name 
All  but  adoring  love  may  claim  !'' 

and  now  the  Angelas  and  the 
Memorare,  the  Little  Office  of  the 
Blessed  Virgin  and  the  Rosary,  are 
in  use  in  tlie  English  Church. 
The  saints  are  honored  and  tlieir 
intercession  is  sought.  .  Extreme 
Unction  is  considered  to  be  a  les- 
ser sacrament,  and  sick  persons  are 


anointed.  The  dead  are  prayed 
for  in  the  touching  and  beautiful 
words  which  holy  church  puts 
into  the  mouths  of  iier  children. 

It  is  ■  needless  lo  say  that  the 
doctrine  of  apostolic  succession  is 
most  firmly  maintained  by  High- 
Clnirchmen.  Not  only  are  the  Ca- 
tholic doctrines  which  liave  fur- 
nished the  cliief  mark  for  Protes- 
tant hostility  and  tlie  principal 
subjects  of  misrepresentation  now 
maintained  and  inculcated,  but 
others  which,  without  being  for- 
mally contradicted,  have  been  ob- 
scured and  neglected  are  now 
brought  forward  with  a  clearness 
which  leaves  little  to  be  desired. 
The  Catiiolic  devotions  to  the  Sa- 
cred Heart,  to  the  Holy  Cliild,  to 
the  Incarnation,  Passion,  and  Re- 
surrection of  our  Lord,  cannot  fail 
to  make  those  who  use  tlicm  enter 
more  and  more  into  tiie  great  mys- 
tery which  lies  at  the  very  founda- 
tion of  the  Cliristian  faith. 

Moreover,  the  idea  of  duty,  of 
conscience,  of  a  work  to  be  done 
in  the  sanctification  of  one's  own 
soul,  is  constantly  kept  before  the 
mind.  Daily  self-examination  is 
part  of  the  rule  of  life.  Tiie  fasts 
of  the  church  are  observed  often, 
indeed,  with  a  severity  greater  than 
that  required  by  the  church,  but 
natural  among  those  who  have  no 
guide  save  their  own  conscience 
for  the  details  of  tlieir  practice. 
Her  sacred  feasts  are  also  kept,  and 
thus  our  separated  brethren  have 
some  share  in  the  holy  teaoliing 
wliich  each  season  of  the  ecclesias- 
tical year  impresses  on  the  heart. 
During  the  Holy  Week  which  has 
just  passed  the  Tenebroi  were  suffg 
in  many  ritualistic  churciies.  On 
Good  Friday  the  'I'hree  Hours' 
Agony  was  ])rcached  in  several 
places,  the  Reproaches  were  sung, 
and   a  devotion  somewliat    resem- 
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bill  >r  the  Stations  of  the 

Cruss  was  {iraclised.  On  Easter 
day  the  rommunion  was  celebrmted 
as  r  vc  o'clock  and  repeat- 

ed >  iiics.     The  histories  of 

the  saints  are  being  made  familiar 
to  |^>co|)le's  minds.  The  literature 
of  Ritualism  might  of  itself  furnish 

>f  an  interesting  study. 

//  of  Christ  is  one  of 
the  tiio^i  familiar  books  of  piety, 
and  among  the  books  adapted  from 
Catholic  sources  are  the  Spiritual 
Combat,  many  of  the  works  of  Fene- 
lon  anil  Uossuet,  Rodriguez^  Cour- 
bon,  i'lnart.  Avrillon,  and  Other 
spiritual  and  ascetic  writers.  Fa- 
ber's  hymns  are  constantly  sung  in 
churches.  The  Catechism  of  Chris- 
tian DtKtrine,  with  some  variations, 
is  in  tite  hands  of  the  children  of 
Ritualists.  The  Catholic  Breviary 
has  furnished  the  material  for  tiie 
day  and  night  Hours  used  in  many 
of  the  religious  houses,  and  the 
very  prayers  of  the  Mass  have 
been  interwoven  in  the  Anglican 
Office  for  Communion.  An  ample 
supply  of  juvenile  literature  places 
the  doctrines  of  which  we  have 
spoken  in  an  attractive  form  before 
the  minds  of  children.  Catholic 
pictures  are  to  be  seen  everywhere. 
Several  newspapers  and  magazines 
are  devoted  to  the  publication  and 
discussion  of  matters  relating  to 
the  interests  of  the   High>Church 

itortant  feature  in  tlic 
rc\  ic  last  thirty   years  i> 

titc  :  in  of  religious  houses 

in  the  Church  of  England.  There 
3r..  now  upwards  of  thirty  Angli- 
events,  in  which  women 
IC  Ml  A  iiie  of  seclusion  and  devote 
themselves  to  the  practice  of  works 
of  charity  and  piety ;  they  are  in 
manv  i  atcH  hound  by  vows  and 
livt  ._•  to  authority.     A 

few  t  t/iixiiuniuc^  of  men  also  exist. 


These  Anglican  religious  call 
themselves  monks  and  nuns,  and 
wear  a  dress  unlike  that  of  secular 
persons.  They  keep  the  canonical 
hours  of  prayer,  they  give  up  all 
earthly  ties,  and  their  rule  is  in 
some  cases  taken  from  one  of  those 
originally  framed  by  a  saint  and 
sanctioned  by  the  cliurch. 

Retreats  and  missions  more  or 
less  resembling  our  own  are  given 
by  some  of  the  Anglican  clergy. 
We  have  recently  heard  that  in  a 
place  where  the  conversion  of  some 
of  the  clergy  seemed  likely  to  be 
followed  by  that  of  a  considerable 
body  of  their  congregation,  a  re- 
treat has  been  given  with  the  spe- 
cial object  of  settling  the  minds  of 
the  waverers  in  their  allegiance  to 
the  Church  of  England. 

After  all  that  we  have  said  it 
will  not  surprise  our  readers  to 
hear  that  people  are  often  received 
into  the  church  who  thoroughly 
believe  every  Catholic  doctrine, 
and,  on  making  their  submission, 
have  no  difficulty  to  surmount  and 
nothing  new  to  learn. 

Prejudices  are  being  dispelled ; 
an  interest  in  that  body  which  has 
ever  held  the  doctrines  now  re- 
covered by  Anglicans  has  been 
awakened.  On  their  own  princi- 
ples High-Church  i)eople  who  go 
abroad  feel  bound  to  attend  Catho- 
lic churches;  the  Catholic  religion 
is  better  understood  than  it  used 
to  be,  our  ceremonies  are  imitated, 
our  works  of  charity  and  devotion 
apprci  latcd. 

A  work,  then,  is  t)eing  done  by 
that  party  in  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land commonly  known  as  the  Trac- 
tarian or  High-Church  party.  Its 
influence  has  reached  many  whom 
we  could  not  have  hoped  to  reach. 
It  has  pMt  many  in  a  position  where 
they  are  accessible  to  conversion. 
It  has  taught  many  souls  the  ~      ! 
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and  the  value  of  sacraments.  It  has 
awakened  a  hunger  and  thirst 
whose  uhiniate  satisfaction  is  only 
to  be  found  in  the  church.  It  has 
trained  souls  to  habits  of  self-ex- 
amination, of  self-denial,  of  ear- 
nestness, of  meditation,  and  of  gen- 
erosity. It  has,  we  may  trust,  kept 
many  from  ever  falling  into  griev- 
oussin  ;  and  while  we  are  of  course 
unable  to  admit  the  validity  of  An- 
glican orders,  and  consequently  of 
sacraments  dependent  on  such  or- 
ders, we  rejoice  to  think  that  what 
the  devout  soul  believes  to  be  a 
sacramental  communion  may  prove 
a  spiritual  communion  and  be  a 
means  of  grace  and  blessing. 

Can  we,  then,  as  Catholics  hold 
out  the  right  hand  of  fellowship  to 
those  Anglicans  who  believe  so 
much  of  Catholic  doctrine,  and  who 
would  fain  persuade  us  that  they 
have  a  right  to  the  name  we  bear  J 
Can  we  bid  them  God-speed  and 
wish  them  success  .-*  Alas !  we 
cannot.  Whilst  we  appreciate 
their  self-denying  labors,  whilst  we 
admire  their  devotion  and  believe 
that  the  grace  of  God  is  leading 
them  on  to  better  things,  we  are 
constantly  and  sadly  reminded 
that  as  yet  they  are  in  schism,  that 
they  are  defying  or  ignoring  the 
authority  which  in  the  name  of 
Christ  claims  their  obedience. 

The  opposition  to  the  church  is 
a  feature  of  the  very  advanced  par- 
ty which  we  cannot  overlook  ;  it  is 
impossible  to  say  how  many  souls 
its  influence  has  kept  out  of  God's 
church.  The  means  used  to  hin- 
der the  work  of  conversion  are 
various  and  too  often  successful. 
We  began  by  the  statement  that 
most  of  our  converts  come  from 
the  ranks  of  Ritualism,  but  we 
must  in  some  degree  (jualify  it  by 
saying  that  to  many  it  has  only 
been  the  final  stage  ;  that  they  have 


passed  through  it  on  their  way 
from  dissent  or  Low-Church  Pro- 
testantism into  the  church.  Wlielh- 
er  they  would,  have  come  to  their 
true  home  more  speedily  if  they 
had  not  on  the  way  been  attracted 
by  that  which  has  so  great  a  sem- 
blance of  truth  we  cannot  say. 
Conversion  is  of  course  a  work  of 
Gnd's  grace  ;  but  we  cannot  help 
feeling  that  while  High-Church- 
men have  got  rid  of  many  of  the 
prejudices  and  misconceptions 
which  keep  other  Protestants  out 
of  the  church,  they  are  them- 
selves surrounded  by  influences 
hard  to  overcome.  There  is  more 
to  satisfy  both  taste  and  devotional 
feeling  in  Ritualism  than  in  ordi- 
nary Protestantism  ;  there  is  more 
to  keep  the  mind  back  from  honest 
inquiry.  The  ordinary  Protestant 
is  bound  to  "  prove  ail  things  and 
hold  fast  that  which  is  good."  If 
he  lias  a  doubt,  on  his  own  princi- 
ples he  ought  to  follow  it  up,  to 
question,  to  examine,  and  reason 
till  he  arrives  at  conviction.  The 
Ritualist  is  too  often  taught  to  put 
away  a  doubt  or  question  as  a  sin. 
He  is  hedged  in  on  every  side.  He 
is  forbidden  to  inquire.  If  he  be 
in  perplexity  he  is  recommended 
to  devote  himself  to  good  works; 
he  is  told  to  avoid  controversy. 

The  branch  theory  and  the  dream 
of  corporate  reunion  are  constant- 
ly brouglit  forward  to  combat  the 
convictions  of  those  who  are  draw- 
ing near  to  the  church,  and  to  de- 
fend a  position  which  is  felt  to  be 
exceptional.  The  branch  theory 
maintains  that  the  church  of  Christ 
is  divided  into  three  distinct 
branches,  the  Roman,  the  Greek, 
and  the  Anglican  ;  each  one  of 
these,  according  to  its  adlierents, 
has  ])reserved  all  the  essentials  of  a 
church,  and  "each  one  claims  with 
e(pial  authority    the   obedience   of 


The  Tract ari^-    '^ 


is  the   t(  itcd   by    ' 

for  Clir; ..\e  in  lla.\    _. 

ite  Greek  Church  is  in  the 
^  inner  the  guide  of  the  in- 

i,  1  .        ••.  of  Russia,  and  the  Angli- 


gcDce  or  contradiction  thai  may  be 
observed  in  the  teaching  of  these 
three  bodies  is  ignored,  or  it  is  as- 
serted that  they  are  one  on  all 
essentia)  jwints.  The  church,  ac- 
corci  -w,  is  more  or  less 

ana-  lion.     St.  Paul,  in- 

deed, declared  that  there  was  nei- 
ther barbarian  nor  Scythian ;  but 
this  theory  boldly  asserts  the  dis- 
wcen  Englishmen  and 
I  1  again  between    Eng- 

lishmen and  Russians.  Perhaps 
national  vanity  may  find  some  sat- 
isfaction in  the  idea  of  a  branch 
church  specially  for  British  sub- 
jects. Some  curious  consequences 
follow  from  the  view  we  have  ex- 
plained. In  the  first  place,  a  roan 
is  bound  to  change  his  religion  as 
often  as  he  crosses  the  Channel. 
The  Anglican  would,  he  is  told,  be 
guilty  of  an  act  of  schism  by  wor- 
shipping in  a  Catholic  church  in 
England  ;  as  soon  as  he  arrives  at 
Calais,  however,  it  becomes  his 
bounden  duty  to  attend  Mass  on 
all  Sundays  and  days  of  obligation, 
and  if  he  were  to  be  present  at 
any  nt  worship,  even  though 

con  y  one  of  his  own  min- 

isters, he  would  commit  an  act  of 
schism.     Church    and    sr'-— 
Cact.  chance  places. 

:  is  stronger  m  lui 
I  those  who  be- 
come Catiiolics  than  are  many  of 
the  clergy  who  hold  the  branch 
theory.  It  might,  indeed,  api)ear 
that  if  each  of  the  three  branches 
has  an  equal  claim  to  be  called  a 


ircli  Ihcrc  cuuIJ  be  liUlc 
w  to  the  rhange;   and  yc; 

c  it  to  be  in   tng- 

—  a  to  enter  a  church 

belonging  to  the  **  Roman  branch," 

and  to  become  a  Catholic  is  said 

to  be  risking  one's  salvation. 

Closely  connected  with  this  theo- 
is  what  we  must  call  the  ,inam 
of    cor|>orate    reunion.  of 

course  evident  to  all  ;.  ..w  ,.uve 
read  our  Lord's  words  in  his  Gos- 
pel that  all  Christians  ought  to  be 
one^  and  tiiough  people  may  per- 
suade themselves  of  an  invisible 
unity  in  essentials,  few  can  feel 
that  the  present  state  of  things  is 
altogether  as  it  should  be. 

The  wish  for  union,  coupled  with 
an  absolute  confidence  in  the  real- 
ity of  Anglicanism,  has  led  to 
the  hope  that  terms  may  at  some 
time  be  made  with  the  Catholic 
Church.  The  duty  of  submission 
is  thus  evaded;  people  are  told  that 
they  are  bound  to  wait  till  com- 
mon action  can  be  taken.  It  is 
hoped  that  in  some  mysterious 
manner  "  Rome "  will  yet  be  in- 
duced to  see  her  errors  in  regard 
to  England.  People  who  have  a 
strong  leading  idea  look  at  every- 
thing through  a  medium  of  their 
own.  They  grasp  at  straws;  the 
kindly  courtesy  of  some  good  priest, 
or  the  ignorant  credulity  of  some 
poor  peasant,  is  taken  as  a  token 
of  the  coming  amalgamation.  The 
fact  that  the  Catholic  Church  has 
in  the  strongest  manner  condemn- 
ed the  scheme  of  reunion  is  ignor- 
"(J,  the  insui>erable  obstacles  which 
t  once  present  themselves  are  un- 
heeded, and  for  the  sake  of  an  un- 
real and  unfounded  drcnm  those 
who  would  fain   subm  J's 

church  are  held  back. 

Besides  the  expression  of  these 
general  principles  there  is  a  vast 
amount  of  special  and  personal  ac- 
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tion  hostile  to  the  church.  It  is 
not  enough  to  assure  the  poor 
famislnng  soul  that  the  Church  of 
England  supplies  its  every  want, 
that  it  has  never  turned  the  graces 
already  bestowed  to  sufficient  ac- 
count; it  is  also  warned  that  it  is 
a  sin  even  to  think  of  leaving  its 
present  position.  The  obedience 
claimed  by  and  rendered  to  Angli- 
can directors  is  such  as  would  as- 
tonish Catholics.  The  Anglican 
director,  generally  speaking,  has 
not  learned  to  obey,  and  this  may 
be  the  reason  why  his  manner  of 
ruling  is  so  absolute.  It  is  no  un- 
common thing  to  find  people  for- 
bidden to  enter  a  Catholic  church, 
although  the  director  himself  be- 
lieves our  Lord  to  be  present  on 
its  altar ;  conversation  or  corre- 
spondence with  Catholic  friends 
about  the  church  is  in  some  cases 
prohibited,  as  well  as  the  reading 
of  Catholic  books.  The  director 
will  sometimes  promise  to  answer 
for  the  soul  that  blindly  obeys  him. 
Means  such  as  these  are  used  to 
bind  the  conscience,  and  it  is  pro- 
bable that  they  keep  back  many  who 
would  bravely  face  persecution. 

It  is  to  be  feared  that  the  tem- 
per of  mind  prevalent  among  the 
ritualistic  clergy  is  one  little  like- 
ly to  lead  to  submission  to  the 
cliurch ;  for  we  must  receive  the 
kingdom  of  God  as  little  children, 
and  nothing  can  seem  less  indica- 
tive of  the  childlike  spirit  than  the 
tone  of  insubordination  constantly 
to  be  met  with.  The  authority  of 
the  crown  is  set  at  naught ;  that  of 
their  own  bishops  is  defied  ;  obedi- 
ence is  little  known  amongst  them; 
nevertheless  by  God's  grace  many 
a  soul  from  among  the  clergy  as 
well  as  from  among  the  laity  bursts 


the  trammels  that  have  bound  it, 
and  finds  its  true  home  and  rest. 
It  is  said  that  the  present  year  is 
bringing  into  the  church  a  harvest 
greater  than  that  of  any  year  since 
the  time  of  Father  Newman's  con- 
version ;  and  if  it  be  so,  we  may 
well  appeal  to  all  Catholic  hearts 
for  the  aid  of  their  prayers. 

We  look  towards  these  separated 
brethren  with  a  longing  sympathy. 
We  feel  that  the  grace  of  God  is 
appealing  to  their  hearts  in  a  very 
special  manner.  We  acknowledge 
that  the  difficulties  which  keep 
them  back  are  of  no  common  order. 
We  admire  their  earnestness,  their 
devotion  and  charity  ;  we  appreciate 
the  courage  and  constancy  with 
Avhich  they  suffer  for  what  they  be- 
lieve to  be  the  truth  ;  and  if  we  are 
compelled  at  times  to  use  language 
which  has  a  tone  of  harshness  or 
sternness,  it  is  because  we  are 
solemnly  bound  to  be  faithful  to 
God's  church,  and  because  we 
know  that  we  can  do  them  no  great- 
er kindness  than  to  convince  them 
that  they  are  spending  their  labor 
for  that  which  cannot  satisfy  them, 
and  to  lead  them  on  to  the  enjoy- 
ment of  all  the  blessings  which  the 
Precious  Blood  has  purchased  for 
them. 

We  believe  that  the  influence  of 
the  Tractarian  movement  has  been 
felt  even  in  America,  and  we  hope 
that  the  sketch  here  given  of  its 
bearing  on  the  great  work  of  con- 
version may  not  be  devoid  of  inter- 
est to  those  who  would  deem  it  a 
joy  and  a  privilege  to  help  a  soul 
into  God's  church — a  work  for 
which  the  power  of  sympathy  and 
the  intelligent  comprehension  of  its 
position  and  difficulties  are  most 
important  qualifications. 


